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Youth Insights is a year-long program for NYC High School Students at the Whitney Museum of 
American Art that deepens understanding through artistic experiences.  The program is devoted to 
collaborative work with peers and artists, an engagement with the creative process, community 
service, and nurturing a culture of critical thinking.   
(While we will explore art history and art-making, no prior knowledge of either is necessary.)   
 
Over the year, 16 high school students work to engage diverse audiences in thinking about and 
making art.  
 

Youth Insights participants will: 

• Work closely with a diverse group of teens from throughout New York City 

• Learn about 20th and 21st century American art and culture 

• Serve as mentors for an art-based after-school program for elementary and middle school students 

• Create materials that engage diverse audiences in art experiences  

• Develop written and verbal communication, as well as presentation skills 

• Design and lead tours and museum programs for their peers and other museum visitors 

• Explore "behind the scenes" at the Museum by meeting artists, educators, and curators 

• Visit other museums, galleries, and artists’ studios 

 

The Youth Insights program begins in September 2007 and ends in July 2008.  

We meet every Tuesday 4-6 pm, and Saturday, 10 am-2 pm 

 

September through June, participants work approximately 6-10 hours per week.   

In July, Youth Insights participants work full-time, Monday through Friday from 10 am-4 pm. 
 

Youth Insights sessions will take place at the Whitney Museum of American Art,  

located at 945 Madison Avenue at 75th Street, New York, NY 10021.  

  

Payment 

Youth Insights participants are paid $7.00 per hour for their participation in the program.   

Participants are also reimbursed $4 per session for round-trip subway fare.  

 

 
Applicants must be in high school and in good academic standing.  
The deadline to submit this application is June 18th.  
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 APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Name 

Phone 

Email 

Social Security Number 

Address 

Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yy) 

 

School & Current Grade 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian  (please print)     Signature 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher (please Print)       Signature    

  

 

Emergency Contact 
Name 

 

 

Telephone 

 

 

Address 

 

Relationship to You Other ways to reach them 
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Secondary contact 
Name 

 

 

Telephone 

 

 

Address 

 

Relationship to You Other ways to reach them 

 

 

 
 
Other commitments 
Youth Insights meets every Tuesday from 4-6 and Saturday from 10-2.  Also there will often be meetings on other 

days.  Consistent participation is essential to the success of our program and our partnerships.  Please carefully 

consider whether you will be available for the program.  Below, please list the classes and other extra-curricular 

activities you’ll be attending for the 2007-2008 school year: 

 

       Classes and Regents exams to take        Extra Curricular Activities 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________ 
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PERSONAL STATEMENTS 
Please complete the following questions completely and thoughtfully.  A prominent feature of the Youth Insights 

program is creative thinking and expression.  These questions are opportunities for us to understand a little about 

you, as well as chances for us to see you reflect upon and discuss experiences and ideas that are important to you.   

Feel free to use and attach a separate sheet of paper if you need to. 

 
Short Answer 
Write about your experiences working in groups.  What were some successes?  What were some challenges? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write about an experience that you were proud to be part of. 

 

 

 

 

 

Write about the role the arts play in your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write about an idea or experience that has really challenged your thinking and how you responded to it. 
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Write about ways you imagine that this program might benefit you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write about some ways that you might benefit the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essay 
On a separate sheet of paper:  

Review this past year in your life: Discuss major events; the high points; the low points; successes; challenging 

moments; ways you have changed; etc.  

 

 

Applicant’s Name:        Date:      

 
Do not submit any part of this application before the entire application is complete 
Please complete this application and have your parent/guardian and a teacher or guidance counselor sign it.  

Return the application to: 

Chris Roberti, Coordinator of Youth and Community Programs 

    Education Department 

    Whitney Museum of American Art 

    945 Madison Avenue 
    New York, NY 10021 

 Or fax to:  (212) 570-7711 

The application deadline is: Monday, June 18, 2007 
 

After the above deadline, an educator from the Whitney Museum will call you to discuss your application or set up a meeting with you. 

Selected applicants will be called for interviews in July. 
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Reference Form 1 
To the applicant: 

This form should be given to someone who knows you well and to whom you are not related (e.g., a teacher, 

employer, coach, youth group leader, clergy).  Your reference should complete the form and either return it to you 

directly so you may include it with your application or they may fax or mail it to Youth Insights.  Please fill in your 

name and address below. 

 
Applicant’s Name ___________________   Phone ____________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

Name of Reference _________________  Date _______________ 

To the Reference: 

The person named above is applying to participate in the Youth Insights program at the Whitney Museum of 

American Art.  If selected, he or she will work with a team of peers from around the city on an intense exploration of 

American art, American culture, education, writing, art-making, and community service.  Participants must be able 

to commit to a year-round program that meets between 6 and 10 hours a week.   

Please complete the following questions as thoughtfully and thoroughly as possible.  Feel free to make any 

additional comments on this form or attached forms as you find necessary.   

Your input is extremely valuable and appreciated.   

PLEASE RETURN FORM TO APPLICANT OR MAIL/FAX TO YOUTH INSIGHTS: 

Youth Insights, Education Department 

Whitney Museum of American Art 

945 Madison Ave. 

New York, NY 10021 

Fax: 212.570.7711 

 

Please TYPE or PRINT clearly. Feel free to use additional paper. 

 
Name:________________________________  Phone:____________________ Email:______________________ 

Position/Title:___________________________________ Organization:___________________________________ 

How long have you known the applicant?_______________ In what capacity?______________________________ 

1.  What are the first words that come to mind to describe the applicant? 

 

 

2.  Please describe how the applicant performs as a member of a team/interacts with other people.  
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3.  Describe the applicant’s approach to experiencing new ideas, people, or situations. 

 

 

 

 

4.  Please discuss the applicant’s communication skills, both written and verbal. 

 

 

 

 

5.  Please describe the applicant’s major strengths. 

 

 

 

6.  What are the applicant’s major challenges? 

 

 

 

 

7.  In what ways could this program benefit the applicant? 

 

 

 

 

Please use this space to include any additional information about the applicant that may help determining his or her 

compatibility with the Youth Insights program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference Signature _______________________________ Date _____________________ 
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Reference Form 2 
To the applicant: 

This form should be given to someone who knows you well and to whom you are not related (e.g., a teacher, 

employer, coach, youth group leader, clergy).  Your reference should complete the form and either return it to you 

directly so you may include it with your application or they may fax or mail it to Youth Insights.  Please fill in your 

name and address below. 

 
Applicant’s Name ___________________   Phone ____________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

Name of Reference _________________  Date _______________ 

To the Reference: 

The person named above is applying to participate in the Youth Insights program at the Whitney Museum of 

American Art.  If selected, he or she will work with a team of peers from around the city on an intense exploration of 

American art, American culture, education, writing, art-making, and community service.  Participants must be able 

to commit to a year-round program that meets between 6 and 10 hours a week.   

Please complete the following questions as thoughtfully and thoroughly as possible.  Feel free to make any 

additional comments on this form or attached forms as you find necessary.   

Your input is extremely valuable and appreciated.   

PLEASE RETURN FORM TO APPLICANT OR MAIL/FAX TO YOUTH INSIGHTS: 

Youth Insights, Education Department 

Whitney Museum of American Art 

945 Madison Ave. 

New York, NY 10021 

Fax: 212.570.7711 

 

Please TYPE or PRINT clearly. 

 
Name:________________________________  Phone:____________________ Email:______________________ 

Position/Title:___________________________________ Organization:___________________________________ 

How long have you known the applicant?_______________ In what capacity?______________________________ 

1.  What are the first words that come to mind to describe the applicant? 

 

 

2.  Please describe how the applicant performs as a member of a team/interacts with other people.  
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3.  Describe the applicant’s approach to experiencing new ideas, people, or situations. 

 

 

 

 

4.  Please discuss the applicant’s communication skills, both written and verbal. 

 

 

 

 

5.  Please describe the applicant’s major strengths. 

 

 

 

6.  What are the applicant’s major challenges? 

 

 

 

 

7.  In what ways could this program benefit the applicant? 

 

 

 

 

Please use this space to include any additional information about the applicant that may help determining his or her 

compatibility with the Youth Insights program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference Signature _______________________________ Date _____________________ 


